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Sources and methods

Primary data

Eight Statistics Canada tables, 45-
10-0031-01 to 45-10-0038-01,
released Nov 21, 2025 — donor
rate, average and median donation,
total donations, population share,
and share of donation value per

group.

Population & scope

Persons aged 15+ living in the 10
provinces. Excludes the territories,
residents of First Nations reserves,
and full-time residents of
institutions.

Quality flags

E = use with caution (wide
confidence interval). F = too
unreliable to publish, so
suppressed. Flagged estimates are
noted where they appear.

Underlying surveys

The 2023 SGVP and the 2018
GSS-GVP (Cycle 33). Statistics
Canada advises these are not
comparable with survey cycles
before 2018.

Narrative context

The Daily, “Volunteering and
charitable giving in Canada, 2018 to
2023” (June 23, 2025), which
reports totals in constant 2023
dollars - the basis used here.

Totals & rounding

Tables drop non-responses
differently, so within-table donation
totals vary slightly (~$11-$13B).
Shares of value are computed
within each table from unrounded
figures.

Sources: Statistics Canada, Tables 45-10-0031-01 to 45-10-0038-01; The Daily (2025-06-23). CPI: StatCan Table 18-10-0005-01.



What “constant 2023 dollars™ means

Comparing years in the same dollars is what makes the change honest.

$100 given in 2018 = $118 in 2023 dollars

What it means

Constant (“real”) 2023 dollars restate money from an earlier year as if it had 2023's
purchasing power, with inflation removed. Consumer prices rose about 18% from 2018
to 2023, so comparing years this way shows whether giving grew in real purchasing
power, not just face value. Conversion factor x1.178, from StatCan's all-items CPI
(133.4in 2018 to 157.1 in 2023).

Why it matters - the total

$11.9B was donated in 2018- about $14.0B in 2023 dollars. Against the $13.4B given in
2023, real giving was essentially flat (down about 4%), even though the nominal figures
look like a 13% increase. The average gift rose about 12% in real terms (not 32%
nominal); the median fell about 8%.

Unaffected by inflation adjustment: donor rates, population shares, and

each group's share of donation value are within-year ratios, so inflation does
not change them.

Constant-dollar method follows The Daily (2025-06-23). CPI source: Statistics Canada, Table 18-10-0005-01 (all-items, annual
average).



Canada's giving landscape shifted sharply,
2018-2023

93.9% $13.4B

Donor rate (2023) Total donations
Down from 67.8% (—13.9 pts) Flat vs $14.0B in 2023% = —4% real

$791 $130

Avg per donor Median donation
Up from $668 (2023%) = +12% real Down from $164 (2023$%) = —8% real

Where the donation dollars now come from

o from weekly religious 0 from $140K+
40 Io attendees 47 Io households

just 11% of population up from 35%; 31% of pop

from university .
from Canadians 65+
46-5010 graduates anolo up from 29.8% in 2018

27% of population

Fewer donors, and no more real dollars. Total giving was essentially flat

while the donor rate fell nearly 14 points: a shrinking base of larger, older,
higher-income and religiously active donors now carries the sector.

Statistics Canada, Tables 45-10-0031-01 to 45-10-0038-01 (2025-11-21). Dollar figures in constant 2023 dollars.



By Age

Young adults disengaged most, but 65+ now give
the largest share of dollars

Donor rate (%) by age group, 2018 vs 2023

® 2018 2023
76.9
73.5
: 68.5 66.6
61.3
58.6 59.8
55.1
48.9
32.3
15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 66-74 75+

RAverage annual donation, constant 2023 $

65-74: $794 — $1,109 +40% - steepest growth
25-34: $538 — $417 -23% - steepest decline

The 65-74 cohort rose from 16.1% to 21.7% of all donation dollars; the full
65+ population, from 29.8% to 40.0%.

Adults 25-34 saw the steepest donor-rate decline (18.6 pts) and average-

gift drop (= —23%). For older Canadians the story is rising depth per donor; for
the young, falling participation.

Source: Statistics Canada, Table 45-10-0031-01, by age group. Dollars in constant 2023 dollars.



By Gender

Women donate more often: men now give larger
amounts on average

Donor rate (%), 2018 vs 2023
@ 2018 2023
80

60
58.0

49.7
40
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Women Men

Avg donation: $656 — $698 +6%
real

Median: $157 — $150

Share of $: 52.7% — 50.1%

Avg donation: $681 — $821 +21%
real

Median: $175 — $150

Share of $: 47.1% — 49.8%

Women still donate at higher rates (58.0% vs 49.7%), but men's average
gift rose = 21% in real terms vs 6% for women, and men's share of total value

edged up to 49.8%. Gender-diverse estimates carry caution flags and are not
detailed here.

Source: Statistics Canada, Table 45-10-0032-01, by gender. Dollars in constant 2023 dollars.



By Education

University graduates provide nearly half the
sector's donation value

Donor rate (%), 2018 vs 2023

@ 2023 2018
; . 65.9
University
75.4
56.7
Post-secondary
69.6
|
High school
62.1

: 38.8

Less than high school
53.4
0 20 40 60 80

Average annual donation, constant 2023 $
University: $979 — $1,019 (+4%) - Less than HS: $373 — $345 (-8%)
In 2023 grads gave = 3x the average of those without high school ($1,019 vs
$345).

Part of the depth gap reflects the Charitable Donation Tax Credit, which gives a
higher per-dollar credit above $200.

Graduates are 27% of the population but 46.5% of donation value; those

without a high-school diploma are 13% of the population and just 4% of value.
Education predicts both whether people give and how much.

Source: Statistics Canada, Table 45-10-0034-01, by educational attainment. Dollars in constant 2023 dollars.



By Family Income

The top bracket now provides nearly half of all
donation dollars

Donor rate (%), 2018 vs 2023

@ 2023 2018

$140K+ e
$120-139K o0 -
T £

$80-99K o= —

$60-79K =

S &

$20-39K &
Under $20K 38.4 —

0 20 40 60 80

$140K+ households: 22.3% — 31.1% of the population, and 35.0% — 47.2% of
donation value.

Every band below $100K lost dollar share. The lowest bracket's average gift fell from $298
to $259, and its share of value from 3.1% to 1.5%.

Income concentration intensified. Households earning $140K+ now

provide 47.2% of all donation value while making up 31% of the
population.

Source: Statistics Canada, Table 45-10-0036-01, by family income. Dollars in constant 2023 dollars.



By Marital Status

Widowed Canadians quietly give the most per
donor

Donor rate (%), 2018 vs 2023

® 2023 2018
.
Married/c-law
74.1
.
Widowed
74.7
: 51.4
Separated/div.
70.1
: 41.2
Never married
52.4
0 20 40 60 80
Depth per donor

Widowed: = $1,431 avg (2023) +31% real - E-flagged

Widowed share of value: 8.2% — 9.9% of just 4.7% of population

Married / common-law drive 71% of total value. Separated/divorced: only group whose
real avg gift fell (= —27%).

Widowed donors give deepest: their average gift rose about 31% in

real terms to $1,431 (use with caution), and they provide 9.9% of
donation value while being only 4.7% of the population.

Source: Statistics Canada, Table 45-10-0033-01, by marital status. Widowed 2023 average carries an ‘E’ flag. Constant 2023
dollars.



By Religous Attendance

Religious attendance drives donation depth
more than frequency

Share of population vs share of donation dollars, 2023

@ Share of population Share of donation $
100
80
60 60.0
40 40.0
20
0
Weekly attendees Not weekly

Average annual donation, constant 2023 $

Weekly: $1,770 — $1,838 (+4%) - Not weekly: $445 — $511 (+15%)

Median — weekly: $589 — $570 - not weekly: $128 — $120

Weekly attendees average = 3.6x the gift of non-weekly attendees ($1,838 vs
$511).

Weekly attendees are 11.2% of the population but 40.0% of

donation dollars. In real terms their average gift barely moved (= +4%),
while their population share fell from 13.9% to 11.2%.

Source: Statistics Canada, Table 45-10-0038-01, by religious attendance. Dollars in constant 2023 dollars.



By Labour Force Status

Retirees give quietly, but at scale per donor

Share of population vs share of donation dollars, 2023

@ Share of population Share of donation $

70

55.9

41.4

5.2 27
AR :
Employed Not in labour force Unemployed

Average annual donation, constant 2023 $

Not in labour force: $710 — $865 +22% real

Employed: $663 — $651 (-2%) - Unemployed: $366 — $463 (+26%, E)
Not-in-labour-force donors give 41.4% of all dollars while being 34.6% of the
population.

Retirement years are now the deepest-giving years per donor.

Employed Canadians remain the largest block (55.9% of dollars) but
their volume comes from breadth, not depth.

Source: Statistics Canada, Table 45-10-0035-01. Unemployed 2018 average carries an ‘E’ flag. Unemployed shares derived.
Constant 2023 dollars.



By Presence of Children

Households without children drive nearly all
donation dollars

Donor rate (%), 2018 vs 2023

® 2023 2018
School-age only
63.9
Pre + school-age
59.7

Pre-school only

69.5

54.5

No children

68.9

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

No-children households: 88% of the population, 30% of all donation dollars.

Households with children have donor rates moderately below the no-children group, and
their combined share of total dollars is small (~10%). The dual pre-school and school-age
group, about 1% of the adult population, saw the steepest donor-rate decline of any
household type (18.2 pts, 59.7% — 41.5%). Its 2018 average was suppressed; its 2023
average was $810 (use with caution).

Peak caregiving in two directions compresses giving. Households with both pre-
school and school-age children lost donor participation faster than any other

configuration.

Source: Statistics Canada, Table 45-10-0037-01, by presence of children. “Both” 2023 average ($810) carries an ‘E’ flag; 2018
suppressed.



Fewer donors, flat real dollars

Donor rate fell 13.9 pts to
53.9%, but in real terms total
giving was essentially flat
($14.0B — $13.4B). Average
gift +12%, median —-8%: a
concentration story.

Young adults disengaged
sharply

Adults 25-34 had the steepest
donor-rate decline (18.6 pts)
and the steepest real drop in
average qift (= —23%).

Income concentration
intensified

$140K+ households went from
35.0% to 47.2% of donation
value; every band below $100K
lost dollar share.

Widowed donors give deepest

Their average gift rose = 31%
in real terms to $1,431; they
are 4.7% of the population but
9.9% of donation value.

What the data tells us

2

65+ now give the largest share

Their share of value rose from
29.8% to 40.0%. The 65-74
cohort's average gift grew =
40% in real terms ($794 —
$1,109).

Religious attendance carries
depth

Weekly attendees are 11.2% of
the population and 40.0% of
donation dollars, = 3.6x% the
average of non-weekly
attendees.

Education predicts rate and
depth

University graduates are 27%
of the population but 46.5% of
donation dollars, = 3x the
average of those without a
diploma.



You cannot fix the data. You can change your
relationship to it.

The GSS-GVP captures a particular kind of giving: monetary donations, often to registered
charities, made through formal, tax-receiptable channels. Its categories, populations and
definitions reflect the institutional priorities of a settler-colonial state and a specific tax-
incentive infrastructure.

The points below are interpretive framing, not findings from the tables.

1. Name the Frame State what the data measures. Not “Canadians
donated at this rate” but “Canadians captured in this survey, giving through
tax-receiptable channels, donated at this rate.” A small shift that stops the
data from making claims larger than it can support.

2. Interpret Toward Structure \When concentration is the headline, ask
whether the language describes generosity or the policy infrastructure. The
Charitable Donation Tax Credit rewards larger gifts (higher credit above
$200), so concentration partly measures who the tax system makes legible.

3. Hold the Edges Name what the instrument cannot see: mutual aid,
remittances, ceremonial and Indigenous redistributive giving, in-kind support,
GoFundMe-style direct giving, sharing of housing or food. Their absence
from the findings is not their absence from civic and economic life.



What the data can and cannot see

Income concentration is also tax-policy concentration

The Charitable Donation Tax Credit gives a higher per-dollar credit above $200,
rewarding larger gifts at higher incomes. The $140K+ bracket's 47.2% of dollars
partly measures who the policy makes legible, not a generosity gap.

Religious attendance as giving infrastructure

Weekly attendance captures one type of organized giving infrastructure, largely
Christian and institutional. Indigenous ceremony, cultural gatherings and other
community structures function similarly but are invisible here.

Education reflects access, not generosity

The “less than high school” category can over-represent those who left school due
to poverty and other barriers. Lower donor rates reflect access to tax-receiptable
giving infrastructure, not disengagement.

Gender: three categories, real erasure

Gender-diverse donor data is suppressed at nearly all provincial levels and flagged
nationally. Two-Spirit identities carry meaning a three-category variable cannot
approach.

Informal giving is invisible here

Remittances abroad, mutual aid, GoFundMe-style direct giving, in-kind support,
shared housing or food, and ceremonial gift-giving all fall outside this frame. Their
absence is not absence from civic life.

Key principle. The absence of certain communities and forms of giving from these
findings reflects the limits of the instrument, not the limits of those communities'

generosity.

Interpretive framing. Embedded figures: Statistics Canada, Tables 45-10-0031-01 to 45-10-0038-01 (constant 2023 dollars).



What to look out for

A shrinking base carries the
sector

Fewer donors, flat real dollars. The donor rate fell nearly 14

1 points to 53.9%, but inflation-adjusted total giving was
essentially flat. Growth in average gifts came from a narrowing
group of donors.

Giving is concentrating by age, income, education and

2 faith. Canadians 65+, $140K+ households, university
graduates, and weekly religious attendees each now supply
roughly 40—47% of all donation dollars.

Young and lower-income Canadians are disengaging

3 fastest. Adults 25—-34, households under $100K, and dual-
caregiving families saw the steepest declines in participation
and often in depth.

The instrument sees only part of the picture. Mutual aid,

4 remittances, in-kind and ceremonial giving fall outside this
frame. Read the numbers as what tax-receiptable giving looks
like, not the whole of generosity.

Data: Statistics Canada, SGVP 2023 & GSS-GVP 2018, Tables 45-10-0031-01 to 45-10-0038-01 (constant 2023 dollars). The
opinions and interpretations in this publication are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect those of the Government of
Canada.
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